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is abroad. Not to travel far for instances, such
a man was Rousseau. The air of his period was
full of sentiments and emotions and ideas ; he was
not himself a man of force ; he was a dreamer and
a poet; but he had the matchless gift of ardent
expression, and he was able to say both trenchantly
and attractively exactly what every one was vaguely
meditating.
Now let us take some of the chief departments
of human effort, some of the provinces in which
men attain supreme fame, and consider what kinds
of greatness we should expect the present day to
evoke. In the department of warfare, we have had
few opportunities of late to discover high strategical
genius. Our navy has been practically unemployed,
and the South African war was just the sort of
campaign to reveal the deficiencies of an elabo-
rate and not very practical peace establishment.
Though it solidified a few reputations and pricked
the bubble of some few others, it certainly did not
reveal any subtle adaptability in our generals. It
was Lord North, I think, who, when discussing with
his Cabinet a list of names of officers suggested for
the conduct of a campaign, said," 1 do not know what
effect these names produce upon you, gentlemen,
but I confess they make me tremble/1 The South
African war can hardly be said to have revealed that
we have many generals who closely corresponded
to Wordsworth's description of the Happy Warrior,